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Vintage vehicles take centre stage

A 1965 Ford Cortina – which in a former life was a police car picking up

crooks in Chichester – won this year’s overall prize at Dunton’s vehicle

enthusiasts day.

The cream-coloured car, which still sports some old-fashioned police

livery, was one of 85 cars on display at the annual event.

It belongs to Keith Halstead,

(pictured bottom left), who worked

for 32 years in Dunton’s IT department until he retired last Christmas.

Mr Halstead has kept his car’s original two-way police radio, the fire

extinguisher and newspaper clippings from when the squad cars were

launched.

He said: “It’s a real piece of motoring history but I wasn’t expecting to win

at all, I just wanted to be here for the atmosphere.

“Working with cars is just relaxation for me. I had a Cortina when I was 17

and I’d seen this one at a show in Dagenham. 

“I wanted to go back to my roots and do one of these up. The previous

owner had done all the structural stuff. I just looked at the engine, the interior,

the gear box and the back axle.”

Neil Bluckett, Systems Analyst, and Ian Thompson, Manufacturing

Engineering, brought the 1969 Alvis 6x6 amphibious tank (pictured centre).

Other vehicles at the annual day included vintage cars, dragsters, sports cars

and motorcycles.Following the success of last

year’s event, Ford News is staging

another Warley Vehicle

Enthusiasts’ Day on October 13.

Do you own a classic or special

vehicle? Do you fancy bringing it

in to work to show it off to your

colleagues? If you are a Warley-

based employee or contractor or

a Ford pensioner, then this is the

event for you.

Vehicles have to be privately

owned, but entries are otherwise

unrestricted. Whether your car is

of historical interest or

significance, a classic, or in some

way unusual or unique, it is

welcome, whether it is a Ford or

another make. 

The Warley Vehicle Enthusiasts

Day is not intended exclusively for

concours standard cars, neither is

it a competition. Vehicles will be

displayed on the road outside

Warley Central Office, which will

be cordoned off for the day.

If you are interested in taking

part, contact fnews@ford.com or

ring 01277 252880 with details of

your vehicle.

Ford took advantage of this year’s Goodwood Festival of

Speed to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the first Ford

GT40 victory at Le Mans. It was in 1966 that Ford scored

its historic 1-2-3 victory with the three GT40s crossing

the finishing line in formation at the end of the race.

An original GT40 was reconfigured by Ford to

represent the 1966 Le Mans-winning machine as a

tribute to the drivers and teams that took the GT40 to

four successive Le Mans victories. It was seen in its

black and silver livery for the first time at the festival

(pictured right). 

And in the Supercar category, a modern Ford GT was

piloted up the legendary hillclimb by drivers including

Roelant de Waard, Ford of Britain’s Chairman and

Managing Director – an enthusiastic amateur racing

driver – and Jost Capito, Director of Ford Team RS.

On the Forest Rally Stage Ford was represented by

Marcus Grönholm and Mikko Hirvonen in the 2006

World Rally Championship Focus, making its debut in

the UK.

And as usual, there were many privately entered Ford

and Ford-powered competition cars at the festival,

including Roush Technologies’ 1999 Trans-Am

Mustang, a 1981 Zakspeed Capri, an RS 200, Escort RS

1600 & 1800, and a Sierra Cosworth. 

Justin Law was blisteringly quick in a Transit built

during the development of the Jaguar XJ220 racer,

which sports the XJ’s 600 horsepower mid-engine and

suspension.

As in previous years, Ford supplied festival organisers

with a large number of Transit and Ranger vehicles for

use by marshals and officials. A new Transit was also

provided so a team of skilled graffiti artists could

decorate it with iconic images from the festival (pictured

left).
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